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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ,

During the 1981 Regular Session, the Couisiana Legislaturepassed Act 685 mandating balanced treatmeht for creation - science and
evolution-science in the public schools commencing: with the 1982-J983school session. As interpreted by the Louisiana. State Department ofEducation (SDE), responsibility for, the implementation of Act 685rests with the local ',education agencies (LEAs). In keeping with itsmandate to provide leadership for Louisiana public education, theSDE _established a Task Force under the direction of AssistantSuperintendent Robert Gaston to 'assess and define the role of theSDE in assisting LEAs to implement Act 685. ..

t
. The Bureau of Evaluation within the office of Research andDevelopment develciped a questionnaire to provi e information to the-..

cr : Task Force in response to four major reArarch Qestiuns. -,
,..

1. What is the level of knowledge',and awareness
among Louisiana superintendents and community
members concerning Act 685? . ,.

Sb

. . . ,. What is the current status of instruction con-
, ce}ming creation - science and , evoluticih-science
. within Louisiana .public schools? -.

3. What is the current status of and 'w hat are LEA
needs in relation to the implementation, of Act 685?

4. What is the pOtential role of the SDE 191,the
implenlentation of Act 685?

The19-item questionroire.sent Ito the 66 local superintendents
across they state led to the folloWingconcluslcins:

,
The current level of knowledge among Louisiana
superintendents concerning. Act' 685 is limited.

. .
Local superintendents have= , received few
inquiries ,from: community members concerning Act
68 -s. .,,, :.C

'''-'7s .perceived by ,local superintendents,. few
4

teachers / currently address 6 either ci-eation-
science or evolution-science in their courses.
Balanced treatment is not currently beingt - accorded to theleactiing of these two theories.

In general, LEAs have not begun developing
. plans- for implementation of Act 685. New. materials and statf development will.be needed.

4
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Superintendents report that thpy' 'do not havefunds t implement Act 685.

LEAs wan SDE leadership and. involvement in
the implementation of Act 685 in. such are'as as
curriculum ' development, inservice;, material
revi,ewiselection, budgetary mattettt, and policy
devAlopment.

, Based) on an ana lysis of the results of the returned ques-
tionnaires, the Bureau .of Evaluation makes the following recommen-;
dations:

The text of Act 685 should be carefully ,
explicated and .made available to the LEAs.

4

2, The, SDE should develop projections of the leirel
of expenditures required for implementing Act
685, and identify, possible-funding sources.

V
3. The SDE should immediately develop a timetable

detailipg how all of the . activities required for
implementirig Act 685 will be accomplished by the
mandated 1982 'date.- .

4. The *SDE shguld develop, a statement of 4t)s rote
concerning the implementatiiin of Act 685 to be
made available to LEAs.
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INTRODUCTION

Ratibnale

1

During the 1981 Regular Session, the Louisiana Legislature

passed Act 685 (Senate Bill No. 861--entitled "Balanced Treatm'ent for

Creation-Science and Evolution-Science" (Appendix A). 'Under the
provisions of this law, public schools are directed to give balanced

treatment to 'creation- science and evolution- science commencing withit
the 190-1983 school year.

I

Similar bills are currently being examined by almost 'one third

of the state legislatures across the country.. However, only

Arkansas precesded,., Louisiana in the enactment of .legislation .requiring

schools to give scientific. creationism equal time with evolutionary
.

' :theory. A, suit challenging the Arkansas law-has been filed in that
"'state by a coalition inclUding the Amerin Civil Liberties 'Union, a

variety of religious leaders, and organizations such as the Natiohal+

Association of Biology Teachers.

As interpr'.eted by the Louisian State Department of 'ducation

(SDE), Act 685 places responsibilit\ for the implementation of

balanced treatment on the local educati n ag s (LEAs) . Each

city and parish school board is directed to deve p and pro ide to
all `of its public school classroom teachers 'curriculum .guides r 'the

presentation of creation-science. Exi'sting teacher inservicetraining(
funds apd existind-,library acquisition funds are to be used by the

LEAs to facilitate impjementation.. Noticeably absent within the
.

-411. 1
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.provisions of Act 685.,is a definition of the role which the Department,

of Educatio is to assume in the implementation of this law.
, , .

. , , .
. TheSDE, under the direction of Superintendent\ J. Kelly Nix,

is charged with the responpibility of .providing leaderthip for public
education in Louisiana. LEAs normally look to tfie SDE for technical

-

assistance in planning, curriculum development, and inservice/staff
1, development. In 'response to the Department's mandate to provide

such leadership, a Task Force ,(Appendix 13J was createctunde'r the
4

direction of Assistant Superintendent Robert Gaston to assess and

define the role' of the SDE relative to the implementation of Act 685.
'The Bureau ,of Evaluation within tie Office . of Research 'and...

Development was assigned .primary responsibility for providing

O infor'mation to the Task Force concerning thd potential impact of this
law on LEAs: r
. ,. .

. . . Research Questions l

A In response to the request for information `from the SDE Task

Force, concerning the potential impact of Act 685 on LEAs, four
general research questions we re develOped by' the Buteau of Evalua-

tion to series a.guide for' data collection:-

1. What 4s the level of krioviledge acid awareness
.mong Louisiana superiritendents. and- comrflunity
members ;concerning Act 685?

What is the current: status of instruction
concerning creation-science and evolution-science
within Lduisjana's public schools? ."

.

3. -What is the current' status of -and what are LEA...
needs in relation to the implementation of ./kct

-685?.
4. What is the potential role pf the. SDE in the
I, implementation of Act 685? ".

4
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instrumentation

Based on these broad questions, .a questionnaire was 'developed
N,to ..obtain information from focal superintendents 'concerning 'the

status of Act ,685 within their. local' school systeins. The instrument,
entitled "Status Aste-ssment:

, Act 685 - Balanced Treatment for
- - ire

Creation-Science and Evolution-Science," is)included within this
report (Appendix C)..

was

Prior

. '

Qata Collection Procedures "

to .the acttfal collection-,of data, .a.'letter (Appendix D)

sent from, the office of Superintendent Nix on Qctoiscr 21 , 19P1,

advising each local( superintendent of the passage of Act 685' and, of

the questionnaire which would be forthcoming' concerning the status. . .
.\. .of that law within each LEA. A copy of .Act 685 was included, with

the corresriondence.
p

On October 28, 1981, a second letter (Appendix E) from Suverin-

tendent Nix accompanied the, mailing

'all superintendents across the. state.

was explained anti the importance of

A deadline of November 11, 1981,

Bureau' of Evaluation.

of the "Status Assessment" to

The need for, the questionnaire

its completion Was emphasized.

was set for its return to the

9
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

Pr,esehtatio4414e Data

The questionnaire "Status Assessment: Act 685 - Balan.ced

reatment for Creation-Science and -Evolution-Science," w,as. sent to .

all local superintendents of Louisiana's 66 public school systems. Of

this number, -45. were returned for a 68.2% response rate. Two of
. 5 the 45 were unusable due to multiple responses to items requiring

'

, 4

the 'selection )of's single option. The following data therefore reflect,
the combined results obtained from. 43 local 'public school superin-
tendents.

The data received, from the "Status Assessment" ar`e reported as
-1"

response frequencies for . each of the 19 items. Questions 1 and 2

(perceived knowledge of Act .685 and of creation-science theory,
. ,

respectively) are-analyzed in terms of the respondents' definitions of

.ereation-sciehce to determine whether those who define it as Biblical

in Question 3,. were more- or less likely to repott -adequate know--

ledge. Question 10 also serves as a 'paint of divergence in analyzihg
,subSequent responses. This q4estion

-
distinguislies. between LEAs

) ,
-which plan to give no instruction in either evolution-science ort4 .

creation- science 'and those which 'mill, or might, offer. balanCed

treatment or some other approach. In response to Question 11, data
.4

are presented for only those who selected the balanced treatment

optiont in 10.. Questions 12. through 19 deal with LEA plans to
. implement Act 685, and they, are reported in terms Of the respon-

'dent's -indication of either "no treatment" or as a compilatioh

.1



q 0.
of .responses indicating. "balanced treatment," nother" or "undecided"

in terms of planned instruction in evolution-science and creation ---
` ..

science. This report presents date in both (categories but discusses

only the implementation plans of those respondents who indicated

that their. LEAs will provide , balanced treatment, that they are
I

undecided or that they have other plans.. All data are presented in

Tables .1 (items 1 -11.) and 2 (items 11-1.93.

0
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Table 1. Awareness, -rriterest and Current Status:
,Creation-Science and Evolution-Science

-(N = 43)

RESPON SE FREQUENCYITEM

How would you rate your present, a).No knbw.ledge
understanding 'af the proisions b) Limited knowledge
of Act 685? c,) Adequate knowledge

PERCE,NTACE

s

1 2.3%
28 '65.1%
14 32.6% L-

.

d) Extensive knowledge 0 0.0% .sz- \
2. How would you rate'your current .*:a) tfo knowlealge.

knowledge of creation-science b) Limited -knowledge'
theory?

s c) Adequate knowledge
d) EXtensive knowledge

(No response)

The account of the
creation of the
universe and all
living things as it
is given in the Bible.

J. Act.685 deffnes creation-
scienceas "the scientific
evidences for creation and
inferences -from those scientific
evidences." .Based on this
definition, how would you
interpret creation- science? b) The argument that 4

all living species
appeared about the
same time and that,
while some species,
disappeared during
natura cataclysms,. new species have not4

-,--,appeared, since then.

a)

3 '7.0%
29

.9 10.9%
0 '0.0%.

2 40%

17 39.5%

A

4.. What is your impressionQf the
attitudes of people within
your community about including
-creation-science in 'the curri-
culum?

5. a) Hcitv many inquiries have you
received concerning the imple-

c) The ,argument that 15
the universe Was
made by a creator
that more complex
species continue to'
develop from simpler
ones. .

d) Other 2

-e) Don't know 5

a) Generally. favorable 4 .

b) Generally unfavorable 8

0 Indifferent,. 14
ci) Donut know , 17.

.

34.9%

4,. 7%

11.9%'

9.3%
18.6%

32,.6%

39.5%

a) 0-5 32 y 74.4%*
b) -6-10 5 0.9%.

6 12
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a Table 1, Continued

-

mentation of Act-685?

6.

b) -If you have received.
inquiriect, which group(s)
were concerned?

v

a) Do you think that parents
and/or other community members
will want to be involved in
policy decisions concerning
,the implementation of Act 685?

b) Do you plan to involve these
individuals in such decisions?

a) In your estimation what pei--
centage of thd teachers within
your system currently address
creation-science *Rhin their
courses?

b) What percentage of the
teachers currently address
evolution-science within

.their courses?

8. In your opinion, 'is there
currently balanced treatment
for creation-science and ,.
evolution-scienoe instruction
within. your system?

9. a) At what stage of development
is ybur LEA policy statement
addressingAct 685?

tr,

.brAt what stage of development
,Is your LEA plan. for implemen-

--;-tation-of-Act-685i

4.

c) 11-15

d) 16 or more

a) Parent groups
b) Church groups
c) Teacher groups
d) ;Publishing ,

companies/consultants
e) Other

(No response)

e) Yes
b) No
c) Don't know

a) Yes
b) No
c).Don't.know

a) None,
b) Under 10%
c) 10-50%
d) 51 -90%
e) Oyer 90%
f) Don't know

a) None
bj Uhder 10%

2

4

2

13' :-

9
2_

2

22

4.7%

9.3%

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

t!/A
N/A

16 37.2%
5 11.9%

22 _ 51.2%

15
4

24

8
18
4
3

0
10

-2*
14

'c') 10./)% 8
d) 51 90$ 5
e) Over 90% 4
f) Don't know 10

, a) Yes 10
b) No 22
c) Don't know 11

_1

ilk
a) Do not pl&I to

dqvelop -
b) Have not begun

6

31
c) In progress 5
d), Completed

(No.response)
. 0

1

,

a) Do-not plan to
develop

4

35111-ave-norbegun
c) In progress 2

d)' Completed 0

7 ,, I

34.9%
9.3%

55.8%

18.6%
41.9%

9,3%
7.0%

° 0.0%
23.3%

,4.7%
32.6%
18.6%
11.9%

9.3%
23:3%
4 )

23.3%
51.2%
25.6%

14.0%

7.2.1%
°11.6%

OtO%

-2,3%

9.3%

81.4%
4.7%
0.0%
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Table 1, Continued

(No response) 2 4.7%$

c) Which of the following a) Needs assessment 13 N/Aare included or will be included - b) Development of 15 k. N/Awithin your implementation plan? curricultim guides
c) Materials review . 20 . N/A

and selection .

d) -Cost determination 15 N/A
e) Inservice training 19 N/A

,.. for staff
f) Other 6 N/A

(No response) 9 N/A

10. The State Department of Education a) Balanced, treatment 16 37.2%interprets Act 685 as requiring b) No instruction in 12 27.9%,instruction in both creation- either theory
science and evolution-science c) Other 1 2.3%if public schools choose to teach d) UndeCided 14 32.6%either. Which'option do you think
your system will select?

:----./
11. If you plan' to implement Act 685' a) Has already begun 0

680.81by providing balanced treatment b) Fall, 1982 11
when will4this instruction begin? c) Spring, -1983 0 0.0%

d) -Undecided 4 25.0%
(No response) '`E's . 1 *6.2%

e

p.

r

I
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,Table 2- Implementation Plans:
Creation-Science and Evolution- Science .

RESPONSE- FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGE

Balanced, Other
or Undecided'

O

13. Do yoU anticipate hiring
..

additional .staff in order
to implement Act 6B5? -

14. To whom will you assfign
responsibility for material
review and selection in
impleitienfing Act 685? ,

,
12. Act 685 specifies that im- a) Yes

plementation.is to be funded b) No
through existing, teacher .c) Don't know
inservice training funds (No` response)
and existing library acquisi-
tion funds. Do yod have
such .funds to' cover the cost
of implementation?

a) Yes
b) .No
c) Don't knoik

(No response)

a), .Supervisers 27
b) Curriculum 11

specialists'
c) Principals '18
d). Teachers 19
e) Librarians 10
f). Parents 11

,g) Other
(.No response) *i

3

19'

3

,0
24

5

2

1

15. a), Which staff member(s)
Will be responsible for
providing inservice training
to assist in implementing
Act 685?

b) Itt,whom will inservice
training be provided?

-

aY': .1/4

16. Will you .reed to. purchase
,new :matertals-to implement
Act 685?

;

a) S'upervis'ors 27
b) Curriculum 6

specialists
c). Principals 10
d) Teachers 4
e) Other 1

(No response) 3

a) Supervisors 19
b) Curriculum 8

specialistd
c) Principals
d) Teachers 25
e) Other 1

(No response) 3

a) Yes 14
b) No 43 1

c) Don't know 111-
. (No response) 2

.

N Instruction
In Either

$ 1
, $ #

9.7% 0
61.3% 9
19.4% 2
9.7% 1

0.0% . 0

77.4W 10
16.1% 0

6.5% 2

N/A .6
N/A 2

N/A 4
N/A 2

NIA 2

N/A 1

N/A 0

N/A 5

N/A 6
N/A. 1

N/A 1

N/A 0
N/A 0
N/A., 4

N/A 3
N/A 2

' N/A 2

N/A 4
N/A 1

N/A 6

45.2% 6

3.2% A 3

45.2% 1

6.5% 2

9
1 5

0.0%
75.0%
16.7%
8.3'

0.0%
83.3%

0.0%
16.7%4

\ N/A
\ N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

- N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

50.0%
25:0% .

8.3%
16.7%.



Table 2, Continued

-Mi. How do you think you will
use the services of the
creation-scientists
appointed by the governor?

18.,, The StdteDepartmeni.of
Education interprets
Act 685 to place the
responsibility for imple-

, -mentation on the LEAs.
Do you'w'ant State Depart-
ment ,of Educativie assis-
tance in this implementa-
tion?

19. If, you would like State
Department of EduCation
assistan in which area-4)
would suc assistance.
be needed?

I

a) To assist in 8
LEA' policy
development '

b) To assist 10
in curriculum
guide devel
opment
To provide
inservice,
training

d) To assist in
review of
curriculum-
materials

.e) To assist in 5'
selection of
curriculum
materials

f) Other 1

g) Undecided 11
(No response) 2

a) Yes 18
b) No 3
c) Don't know 8

" (No response,) 2

c) 13

6

*4.

a) Condutting 5

needs asses-
me.nts

b). Assisting 11

with policy,
development

d) Assisting 21
with curri-,
culum develop-
ment,

d) Material 13
review andkr
selection

4 Budgetary 13
matters

f) Providing 10
inservice
training

g) Other 2
(N- oresponse) 5

10 16

N/A N/A

N/A 2
r

N/A

N/A 3 N/A

N/A) 0 N/A

N/A 3 N/A

N/A- 1 N/A
N/A, 4 N/A
N/A. 3 N/A

'-58:1$ 5 L11.7%
9.7% 2 16.7$'

25.8% 3 25.0%
6.5% 2 16.7%

N/A 3 N/A

N/A 4 N/A

N/A 5 N/A

' N/A 3 / N/A

6 N/A:.

N/A 4 OVA

N/A 2 N/A.
6 N/AN/A



Table 2, continued
4,

Sum mary of additional 'comments made 'by respondents:

I.. The State Department of Education is .needed and should assist in theimplementation of Act 685' as sbon'as possible. (3 respondents)
, ..er2. Teachers in my system "an Einfavorable attitude toward the inclusion of. creation-science in the curriculum, especially those teaching science. (1respondtpt) : . .... ., .

43. Evolution should be taught as a theory, not as a fact. (1 respondent)
t

.

4. We do -not consider either ,theory of such high priority as to require thatteachers devote a substantial 'amount *of time" to providing instruction increation - science or evolution- science. We feel that an awareness of boththeories is impo,rtant; our implemeritation efforts will be in accordance with thisspirit. Please send us your authorized versions of creation-science as soon aspossible. (1 respondent)
.

5. Create college and' university curricula to train teachers in creation-scienceand evolution=science thsory. (1. respondent)

6.. The definitiont of creationStience - and evolution-science within thisquestionnaire should be broadened to include "'origins". (1 respondent)

/
'7. There may be a church-slate conflict, and with litigation pending ,implementatif(m should be postponed until trainee personnel are available, (1respondent)

6.



Discussion

Research ,rtkestion 1: What is the level of knowledge and awareness
among _Louisiana superintendents and community members concerningAct 685?

Questionnaire items 1-5 are exarrlined in response to Resea'rch'

Question 1. Among the 43 usable responses, 28 (65.1%) superin-

tendentsindicated that they have limited knowledge of the provisions.

,of' Act 685 while 144,;(32.6%) perceive their knowledge tii,be adequate.

In rating their knowledge of creation-science theory .(Question 2), 29

'(67.4%) perceive their knowledge to be limited while 9 (20.9%)

Indicate that theirs is adequate.-

Item 3 enumerates some of the more popularly held perceptions

concerning the definition of creation-sciend. As interpreted, by the

SDE, the desdiption most consistent with that identified in Act 685

is the argument that all living-:species.appeared -about the same time
_

and that, while some species disappeared during natural cataclysms,

new species have not appear3d since then (option 2).° Of the 43
respondents to the survey, phly. 4 (9.3%) selected this option as
flieir interpretatio.rr of creation-scierici. "rhe account of the creation

of ;the universe -arid all living things as it is given in the Bible
(option 1) was the nest popUlar reSpcinse to Question 3. This option

was selectedk by 17 (39.5i5) respondents. Among the . remaining

options; the argument that the universe was made by a creator. but
,

that more complex species continue to develop from simpler ones was

selected by 15 (34.9%) respondebts with 2 (4.7%) selecting "other"
and 5 (11.9%) selecting the "don't know" option.

l 18
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A correlation of the responses to items 1 and 2 (knowledge of

Act 685 and knowledge of creation-science theoryo, respectively) with -

those to item 3 concerning the respondents' perceived definitions of

creation-science provides data vital to the interpretation of the
survey re Its. In response to Question 3,all 4 of the individuals

who select Ei the definition of creation-science which is interpreted

by the SDE as being that most consistent with Act 685, perceive

themselves as having only_ limited knowledge of both the provisions
.

of Act 685 and creation-science theory. However, of the 17 respon-

dents who selected the Biblical definition of creation -sci ce in

Question 3, almost half (8, or 147.1%) :feel that their knowle ge of
Act 685 (Question 1) is adequate, while the rest perceive, their

K

knowledge, to be limited. l'n response to Question 2, 6 of the 17
(35.3$) assess their knowledge of creation-science theory to be
adequate while 9 (52.9 %) feel that, it is only limited (2 ditl not

respond). Of the 9 respondents who perceive their knowledge of

creation- science theory to be adequate, not one of these individuals

defines creation-science in the manner most consistent ; with the

provisions 'of Act 685. It is significant to note that no respondents

perceive themselves to have extensive, knowledge of eilhef the

provisions of Act 685 or Creation-science, theory.

Responsei to Question. 4 indicate thkt 3.5% of the superin-

tendents sum/eyed do not have an assogsment of community attitudes

toward the inclusion of creation-science in the curriculum; 32.6%

perceive the general attitude within their respective communities to
,

be indifferent. The majority of the
.

superintendent§ surveyed (32, . or
. , .74.4%) indicate' that they have received five or fewer inquiries. ,

t
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concerning the implementation of Act 685: Only 4 (9.3%) superinten-

dents; reported having received 16 - or more inquiries. Church

-* gikups and 'teacher groups were' generally associated with most of,

the inquiries bbt the 22 (51.2%) superintendents not Irespondingc4o

the item suggests that the majority of the superintendents have

received 'no inquiries at all.

view of these responses to items 1-5, it appears that local

superintendents need additional information concerning the provisions

of Act 685 and creation-science. in general. A total of 90.7% of the

respondents define creation - science in a manner inconsistent with

that identified by,, the SbE' as represented by Act 685. Almost 40% of

. these superintendents interpret creation-science in ISiblical terms

while the remaining respondents selected other definitions. At this
point in time there appears to be limited community interest relatiye

to the implementalion of A.ct 685. ,

Research Question 2: What is the current status .,ofi(instruction"
concerning creation-science and. evolution - science within LouiSiwla
public, schools?

Responses to survey items 7 and 8 are considered in relation to

ResearCh Question 2. % In item 7(a), 1i8 '(-41.0%) of, the superinten-

'dents surveyed reported that under 10% of the leachers in' their

respective systems currently add*ss creatiori=science -within their

courses. Ten (.23.3%) indicated -.that they do not know the

percentage addressing creation-science while 8' (18.6%) feel that none

'of the teachers' within their systems are -.presently- addressing this

theory. In comparison, data provided in item 7(bf indicate that 14

(32.6%) superintendents feel that under. 10% of their, teacheri

14

20
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currently address evolUtion-science within their courses, while 10

(23:2W don't have an assessment of the percentage level. sight
(18.6%) feel that thins theory -is ,being addressed by 10-56% of the

). $teachers within their respective systems. .When asked whether
"balanced treatmerit"*Is currently being provided in the teaching of..... , ,

creation-science and evolution-science
.

responded "no"," 10 (23.3%) responded

(Question 8), 22- (51.2%)

"yes," and 1.1 (2586%)

indicated' thgt they don't know. An examination of. this information,
in terms of the respondents' definition of, creation-science ,reveals
that, of the 22 responding; "no" to ;Question 8, 7 (31.8%) of t hese

1

define creation-science in Biblicak terms, whi le .only 3"(13.6%) ad he.re -

to 'the 'definition deemed most appropriate by the SDE. Of the'10
responding "yes" to 'Question 8 ,. 8 (80.0%).emplo the Biplical defini-

.

tion; none utilize the more consistent definition.

Based On the perceptions- of the supe'rihtendents.,Surveyed,

limited instruction is currently being provided. in creation-science
theory with slightly more being provided in relatiOn to evolution -'

`: 'science. A substantial number indicated that they, cannot assess
...,:,-; .

',current teaching ieveis relative to these two theories. 'Almost half of
. .

1 - ,
,f. .

4. /the rbspondents indicated that balanced treatment is not currently. ...
.4. -- being provided; one-fourth. were unable to provide information in'

.

this area.

I

Research Question 3: What is the current status 'lit' and what are
LEA needs in- relation to the implementation of Act 685?,

In relationc- to Research duestion 3, items 6 and 9-17 are/
examined. W%en asked whither they felt that parents and/or otHer

community 'members will want to be involved in policy decisions
4

e
I
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concerning the implel ation of Act 685, 22 (51.2%) responded that -

they do not know, while' 16'-.(37.2%) 'responded "Yes." Of those who
. _

t.responded .in !the affirmativet all plan to 'involve 'these indivi s Win

making such decisions. )

- Of the 43 .superintendentS. who responded to Question 9, 31,

(72.1%)' hackie not begun developing their LEA policy 'statements'
addressing' Act 685, , and, carrespOndingly, 35 01:4%) have no't

.begun developing their LEA plans for implementation. en 'asked

what will be included in this plen, relponse's Were indicated in the'
6

areas of materials review and selection, inservice training for staff,
,

.
., .cost determination, and the development of curriculusir guides.'.

. ,....0' ..
.

.
When asked which option Nalanced treatment, no instruetion;in

.either theory, other or undecided) will be, selected by their regpec-'
utive systems Question 10) , 1.6 (3712%),:indi.gated that they

'provide 'balanced treatnierit in the teaching of creationzscience a

evolution-science., However,. 14 (32.6%) are as yet undecid ed, wqh

.12 127.9%) electing to provide no Phstruction in either -theory. Of

,the 16 yho plan to provide ;balanced treatment (Ques.tioy 10) ,

breakdown based on the -respondents; definitions ,of creation-science

reveals that the majority, (87.5%)" of these individuals define7creation-

science terms identified' as nconsistent with -the :SDE's

.11i4

pretation of Act 685. Of -these, 25% perceive creation-spience in

Biblical terms. Similar analysis relative to 'the 11 resrionclen.ts who

elected to ,provide no instruction in either theory (Question fq)
reveals that 6 (50.0%) define creation-science' in Biblical .terms.:

whereas only 1 (.8.3 %) employs the consistent definition. ,-.

,1'6 22
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-The !responses obtairiethin relatiO11 to ems such; as 1, 2, and-
, . .c- .,

10, point put the need 'for, employing tautibn in'the interpretation of
,. .

...the results of this survey. The information prOvided by the
A,

.. 1;4,

resfonding superintendents mustbe viewed in accordance with their'\ - , .
Perceived definitions of creation-science. ' The design of the

. -
questionnaire is such that absolute- data cannot be obtained -in

1
.

, 9 . o . .

_ _>In Question 11, of the 16 superintendents who plan to provide

respimse to 'the items specified.

balanced treatment in the teaching of creation- science and evolution-.

science, 11 (68.8%) indicated that such. treatment will begin in the
, ,

Fall of 1982ivith 4 (25 %J being undecided as to their anticipated `ilatea ,.
..e - Of implementation.' Of the 31 who plan to provide balanced treat- e

. \. -men t , other or- who are undecided, 4n response to Question 10, 19 .,
. .

(61.3%) indicad that existing funds are. not available- to cover the- . .,te ex
_

A , .coat of implementation and 24 (,77.4%) indicated that they do not

a,

anticipate -hiring additional staff in relation to Act -625. When asked

who will be assigriedresponsibility for material review and selection,

supervisors, teachers and principals ty4re most often cited.
3

Supervisors and principals were most Qften, designated as being
respopsible for providing'inservice training to assist, with the imple-.,

inentation of Act 685. Such training will be provided for teachers,
. 'principals and supervisors.

8 r4

When asked of additional needs concerning the implementation of

Act 685, 14 (45.2%) respondents indicated that new materials wirl

have to be purchased but- 1'4 (45.2 %)' were uncertain as to th'e need
4

for materiali- at this, time. In response to how they plan to utilize
the swvices of the creation-scientists appointed by the governor,

3
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sUperintender2siesponded that they anticipate requesting that these
}4w

individuals provide inservice training: assist in curriculum guide
development, an9 assist in LEA policy development.

...N,

Analytes. Of these results indicate the need for additional
planning by the LEAs in preparation for the implementation of Act
685. Wliereast most indicated that new material's" will be needed., the

4

funds for purchasing these are not available. Responsibility for
materials and inservicetraining is being delegated among several
levels of professio/di personnel.

<

Research Question 4: What .is the potential role of the SbE in theimplementation of Act 685?

Items *18 and 19 address the vital issue raised in Research

Question 4. According to the SDE interpretation of Act 685, the

responsibility for implementation rests with the LEAs. When asked

whether they want SDE assistance in this implementation? 18

(58.1%) of the 31 who plan to provide balan)ced _treatment indicated
0
"yes," 8 (25.8%) selected' the "donict know" option, and 3 4,9.7%)

.i. - ..te- -... - i:),,/,

indicated "no." The potential ares in which SDE assistance may be - ,
.

4

needed include assisting with curriculum development, providing
sinservice trainipg, material review and/or -selection, budgetary

matters; and assisting with policy development. Additional comments

provided by/the respondents similarly empha,ize the need for SDE
assistance in the implementation of Act 685.

1'

18
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. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIQNS

/ t

.

J
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r

C-Conclusions

Based on the information received from local superintendents in_
.

0response to the "Status Assessment: ,A.ct 685 - Balanced Treatment../-
for Creation-Science an91 Evolution7SCience," 'the follpWing conclu-I

Sions havf bet* reached by the. 'Bureau of Evaluation:.
lhe current level of'Inowledge among, LoUisiana
superintendents concerning Act 685 is limited.

Local superintendents have -received few inquiries
from community members concerning Act 685.

As( perceived by local superintendents, feW teachers
currently address either creation-science or evolution-
science in their courses. Balanced treatment is notcurrently being accorded to the teaching of these two
theories. .

In general,. LEAs have not begun, developing plans for
impletnentationl of Act 685." New materials and staff
development will be needed.

Sdperintendents report that they do not have,funds
to implement Act 685.

.7-, LEAs 'want SDE leadership and involvement in the
implementation of Act 685 in suChtareas.as..curriculumdevelopment, inservice, mpterial review/selection,I budgetary Maters, and policy developmript.
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. Recommendations V

The following recommendations are presented. by the Bureau of

Evaluation based on analysis of dataobtained from the returned

"Status kssgssment". questionnaires: -

1. The text of Act 685 should be care_ explicatede and
made available, to the LEAs.

2. The SDE,shothd develop projections-of.tt)e level of
expenditilres requiredofor implementing Act' 68'5_ and
identify possible funding sources'.

3. The SDE 'should immediately develop. a timetable
detailing how all of the activities required for imple-
nlenting Act'685 will be accomplished by"Ahe mandated
1982 date. .

V /4. The SDE shoUld develop a statement of its role con-
.

cernin4 the implenlentation of Act 685 to..be made
' available to LEAs.

26
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NY nr-vsns. KEITH AND RicirEy AND REMESENTAIT,

110' 685-

1;11;

. UONPSON, AND aiN

AN ACT

To amend Part III of Chapter Iof Title 17 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950 by adding tburuto a new Sub-Part, to be designated

as Sub -Part D-2 thereof', comprised of Sections 256.1 through 2&6.7,

both inclusive, relative to balanced treatment of creation-science

. and evolution- science in public schools, to require such balanced

treatment: to bar discrimination on the basis.of creationist or'.

evolutidnist belief, to provide definitions and 'clarifications, to

declare the legislative purpose, to prvide relative to insavism

teacher training and materials ac qUisition, to provic.e relative to

curriculum developmeht, and otherwise to provide with respect thereto.

Se it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Sectiott,l. Sub-Part D'2 of Part III of Chapter I of Title 17 of the

Louisiana Revised Statutes, of 1950, comprised of Sections 286.1 through

286.7, both inclusive, is'hereby enacted to read as fellows:

4

!ART III. mimic SCHOOLS AND mom CHILDREN

c-- CHAPTER I. GENERAL SCHODI LAW

* * * S.

SVV-PART D-2. SALM= TREATMENT FOR CREATION-SCIENCE

AND tvoLUTpu-scmict IN PUILIC Sum twsmucTIW

1216.1. Short

This Subpart shall be knovi as e "Salaoced Treatmenn for

Vibtion-SeOpeesod Evolution -Scie ce Act."
t . . .

.29
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52Su.2. Purpguu e.

-

This Subpart is enacted for ttte purposes of protecting acadcrlc

freedom.

p236.3. Definitions
0

rla WI.W4 AU Subpart.; usslui.s olbcrwa;.c clearly iodacated,

Ow:a. Lrrau have the fulluving melluarika;:

(1) "Balanced treatmen- t" means,providing whatever informatioa

and instruction.in both creation and evolution models the classroom;

teacher determines,is,necessary end appropiiate to provide instglt

Into botk theoriessia view of the textbooks and, ether instructioraa

moterilli available for use in his classroom.
,

. A. .
(2) "Creation-science" means phi scientific evidences fin.

.
4

'emotion and inferences from those scientific evidences.

(3) "Evolution science" means th..1 scientific evidences fer

evolution-and inferences frbm L.:use scientific evidences.

(4) "Public schools" mean public secondary and elementary'

schools.

I186.4. Authorization for balanced treatment; requirement for

nondiscrimination

A. Commencing with the 1462.1963' school year, public schools

within this state shall give balanced treatmgnt to creatiowscience4
and to evolution-science, Valanced.triatment of these two models

shall be ;peen immlassroom lectures taken as a-whole for each

course, in textbOok materials taken as a whole lor each course, in

library materials taken as a whole for the sciences pod taken as a

)hole for the humanities, and inotber educational prossams in
-.1"---

public schools,'to the extent that such lectures, textbooks, library
.

materials, et educatiOnal programs deal in any way with the sub ject
..

A'
of theoeriginef mos, life, the earth, er the universe. When creaticl
.,

.

er,evolutien it tausht, each shall be taught 'as a theory, rather :

than as proven scientific fact.
.

- -
,., .

.

. X. Public schools with* this state and theirpersonnekshall
.

i
. not discriminate by'rediciag a grade pf a studenterloy'siagling o4

and pmblielicritieisisg'anymtudent idladesanstrates a satitfictory

understandiegef both evelutioascienie at creation-science and'who



O

accepts or rejects either model iu whole or port.

C. No teachar in publ*<c elementary or secondary scbcol or

inm.ruttor in any'state-supported university in Louisiana, who
/ .

e- chows to be a creation- scientist or to teach scientific data mole!:
. ,

points to credti ism shall, for that season, be discricicated

.

s against in any. y by any school board, college board, or admisistratc:.

Clz jeations' ,

This Subpart does not require any instruction in the subject of

origins but simply permits initruction in both scientific modes (of

.evolution-science and creation - science) if public schools choose to

teach either. This Subpart does not reqUire each ind4vidual textbook

or library book to give balanced treatment to'the models tf eve.uiicHrt.'

science and creation- science; it does not require any school boois

to be discarded. This' Subpart does not require each individual

clasiroom lecture in a course to give such balateed treatment but

simply permits the lectures as a whole to give balanced treatment;

it permiti some lectures to present evolution-science and other

lectures to preseit creation-science.

$286-.6 Funding ofhinservice training and materials acquisition

Any fubliE school that elects to present any model of origins

shall use existing teacher inservice training funds to prepare

teachers of public school courses presenting any model of origins to

give balanced treatment to the creatiol-science model and the eyclution-

science model. Existing library acquisition funds sball be used to

purchase nonreligious library books as are necessary to give balanced
. ,

trespent to the creation-science model and the evolution-siience

model.

1216.7. Curriculum Deieloiment

Cash city and parish school board shall develop and provide-

io esib public school classraim teacher is the system e curriculum

guide on presentation of creationscience.
4

S. 'The goys:sot shell designate seven creation-scientists who

shall provide resource services is the development of curriculum
.

. glides to say City or parish sehoil board upon request. Each such

crestiop-scientist shall be designated from among the full-time

25 31
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faculty members teaching in any college and university in Lo.isaiLi.

These creation-scieutists shall serve at the pleasure of the govern:4

and tesq!unt. cowilvm.aLtun.

Section 2. If any provision or item of this Act or the application

Lhireot is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other prnwisichsi

u appisc.A.Louu uL Lhau whach C6184 bt gavcD ti,fcct wIL1O6T. T.Lc

invalid provisions, item:, or applications, and to this cnd'thc prowls:0h;

of this Act are hereby declared severable.

..
Section 3. All laws or part of'laws in conflict herewith are

(

hereby repealed.

I

,

APPROVED:

N.

4

t

hnS1./nh. or Inn Sn4A.n

SP AXLE OE sr.:. liO6St 0: narr.n.SLa.A::7

GOVERNOR 'OE Ti.% SUL: Oi

26
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TO: SUPERINTEI'ENT J. KELLY' NIX

FROM: Robe
11 ' , Ed.D,: .1

1

SUBJECT: Early.Seitember Meeting of the Overall Creation- Science and
Evolution-Acience Committee regarding the BALANCED TREATMENT
FOR CREATION- SCIENCE AND EVOLUTION- SCIENCE ACT (Act 685) ip
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The following personnel are recommended for the Overall Creation-Science andEvolution - Science Committee, the Curriculum Development Committee, and theMaterials of Inetruct' omndttee:

Overall Cre
(Inhouse)

ce and Evolution-Science Committee

Chairman: rs Robert Gaston, AssistantNSuperintendent, pfuce of
. Academic Programs

Dr. Helen Brown, Director,
Curriculum,-Inservice, and

Staff'Development
LT. Gerald Cobb, Director, Secondary Education
Dr. William Davis,.Directo, l Education,
'Kr. Robert Ginn, Director, Materials of:instru6t,ion and

Textbooks
.

Sr. Mary Jeanne Girshefski, Supervigor, Special EducationNSA(
'Liaison

Mrs. Sylvia Johnson,:Special Assistant to the Superintendent'
Arr. Eugene/Limar, Assistant''Superintendent, Auxiliary Programs 'Mr. Don McGehee, Supervisor, Science
Dr. Sylvia Torbet, Assistant Director, CUrriculum, Inservice,

and'Staff Development .

Dr. Suzanne T4pl*tt, Directol,Evaluation
Mry Joe Williams, Director, Accountability
Mr. David Hamilto, Legal Counsel for the,State Department of

Education .

Dr Robert Garvue, ASsistant:Director, Research
Mr. Ed Cancienne, Coordinator, Competency Based Education

\ _
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Curriculum Development Committee
(Subcommittee - Inhouse)

Chairman: Dr. Helen Brown, Director, Curriculum, Inservice, and
Staff Development

Mrs. COrpella Barnes, Supervisor, English and,Language Arts
Mrs. Sylvia Johnion, Special Assistant-to the Superintendent
Mr. Don McGehee, Supervisor, Science -----
Dr. Catherine Nelson, Section Chief, Special Education Programs
Ms. Diahe Reynolds, Assistant Director, Elementary Education
Dr. Sylfria Torbet, Assistant Director, Curriculum, Inservice, and

Staff Development
Ms. Connie Gaines, Supervisor, Business and Office Education
Dr. Rosalie Biven, SectiO Chief, Home Economics

.

Materials of Instruction Conimittee
(Subcommittee- Inhouse)

Chairman: Mr. Robert Ginn, Director, Materials of Instruction and Textbooks
Dr. Helen Brown, Director, Curriculum, Inservice, and Staff

Development
Rs. Gayle Clement, Education-Specialist, Audiovisual Education
Mrs. Louise Cobb, Supervisor, English and Language -Arts
Dr. James Cookston, Supervisor, School Libraries

/17Mr. Don McGehee, Supervisor, Science
Mrs. Lenora Shyne, SuperVisor,:Elementary Education_

°

(Dr. Sylvia Torbet, Assistant Director, Curriculum, Inservice, and .

.Sraff Development
Mr. Vanderburg, Suporvisor, Curriculum, Inservice, and Staff

Development
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APPENDIX C

SITS ASSESSMENT:- ET 685 - BALAKED INEAT)(741' Fop CREATION-SCIENCE AND EVOLUTION-SCIENCE

lhis survey is to pother information from superintendents on the potential impact of Act 685 and to provide guidance
to the State Deportment of Education in planning its role in she implementation of this law. Th4.6 in6otmation
bc'used it: wthoust pLahrtintnpunposes pay and aespondants will 4V1Patn anonymui.

Directions: based on your peurnt understanding of Act 685 please respond to each item below by checking ) the
appropriate response(s). Please feel free to add any coements, questions or suggestions tnat are nct
reflected in the survey.

i. lbc.ilould yqu kate yowl chasent udenstanding oi the pnovisione o6 Act 615? .

No knelowledgm Limited knowledge giledequate.knowledge. Extensive knowledge

2. Was mcutd you *ate yowl cannent knowledge of citation-science theonyr

No knowledge limited knowledge . 1.

- Adequate knowledge Extensive knowledge
,.:::

3. Act it5 deiincs CAL0.24DC.1.111Ct SA "the ac2exti,ic evidences ion caution and inknencte 41.01, three eete4t,i4:
evidences. lased on this detimitsom. bow muLdlou intenpaet encation-sc4ence

.
., 7.24:4

The account of the creation Of the'universe and all living things as it if, given in the Bible. . ,

The argument that all living species app Bred about tht same"time and that, while some species disappeared
during natural cataclysms. new species have not appeared since then.

The argument that the universe was Wade by a crettor but that sore complex species iiintinue to develp".
--from simpler ones. ___

Other (please specify) , . \
Don't know' . ..

.

, . ,. C
4. wilei'i4 Vault olOteeeern e6 the attx0Ides oi people within yam community about 4nci4app ancathen-e:. cn., 4,

the cut irides ...,

Generally favorable Generally unfavorable Indifferent - -,...:.. :;:"._Dori t know

5. ariter many imosAies haveyou 'emitted once/ming thc-impLementation oimAct 6I5I .: ,.:..
0-5 6-10 11-15 16 or sore - =E

. -

b) 1 you have neceived inqut.Aies, which geourls) meat concemcd,
r '

Arent groups _Church groups Teacher groups Publishing companies/consultants 4,
---- -..

Other (specify)
t ..

6. a) Do you tis6A-that peaexts andloagatittAfnakutity member:6 witt'wasit tr be involved an pci.scF dccis4rh.t
. trace/ Una the implenentatior pi Act 615?

E :Yes , No . Don't know
.

. b) Do you plan to involve these individuals in ouch decoione : --eirs-- ...Z....e r

0

a

V

. :.
. o

Yts
HO Don't know

7. al In you estimation what pencentaac oitthe teathtm Within yrun systam
wetnen thein counsear

None Leider 10;

cumentitt addtess. creation-stience.

50% " 51-90% Over 90% DoWit know

blalhat,pettentate 4 the teachens datese evolution-science totthisni !hectic:cues?

-- None' Under 101
1

4.- 51-90: Over 901 Don't kno«

90 n, Ira eivinextLy Luatment iof.catatiom-ocience and evolution-suencc
. instnuaion within yo &wolf
Yes No --- t MK* :

9. a) At what 424e of deve0p4vit 44 youni,EA policy statement addnessimp Act 6I5?

.00 not plan to develop ;_Neve not begun x. In progre ComPlete4
--.7-j-

b) At what state of cfevatoomma.is pun LEA plan 04 41Ipt.404AtatiOrt Act ets?

_Do not plan tolevelop Hove not begun ss Completed

ci bMsicA otChe tollomint ate bladed Main be .1moluded mitkin you* implementation plan?

Needs assessment 'Development Of curriculum guides Materiels review and selection

Cast determination Iraervice training for staff Other (specify)
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To assist in selection of
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Education iAttAbitts Act ASS tr place the nearonssbitstu ins
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